Lesson Resources for Weeks 7 and 8 (Contributed by NTU)

Week 7: Security and Threats (Part 1)
Week 8: Security and Threats (Part 2)

	S/N
	Resource Type
	Title
	Instruction for Resource/ Resource Link/ Notes for Resource
	File Name (For Video Lessons)

	Week 7: Security and Threats (Part 1)

	1
	Video Lesson
	Introduction
	Watch the video lesson for an introduction to the topic of Security and Threats.
	Week07_SecurityThreats1_Video01_201611

	2
	Video Lesson
	Defining Singapore’s Security
	Watch the video lesson on the topic of Defining Singapore’s Security.
	Week07_SecurityThreats1_Video02_201611

	2a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: Ranking of National Interests
	Discuss the following:
You now understand Singapore’s core national interests.
1. If national interests could be ranked, which interest would you rank as the most vulnerable for Singapore today?
2. Which would you consider the least vulnerable?
	

	3
	Video Lesson
	Regional Dynamics and Singapore's Security
	Watch the video lesson on the topic of Regional Dynamics and Singapore's Security.
	Week07_SecurityThreats1_Video03_201611

	4
	Reference Video
	Reference Videos: The New World Order
	Watch the following YouTube videos on "The New World Order".

Clip 1: President Bush's Declaration
[Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtlO39wIRWs]

Clip 2: President Bush's Speech to the US Congress
[Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byxeOG_pZ1o]
	

	5
	Video Lesson
	Rise of Unconventional Threats
	Watch the video lesson on the topic of Rise of Unconventional Threats.
	Week07_SecurityThreats1_Video04_201611

	6
	Reference Video
	Reference Video: Hybrid War in Russia-Ukraine Conflict
	Watch this YouTube video by NATO on the hybrid warfare in the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

[Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ferbM4hqkUA]
	

	7
	MCQs
	Assessment Quiz for Week 7
	Please refer to the appended list of recommended MCQs to be used for the online assessment component for Week 7.

Total number of questions available: 16
Recommended number of questions: 
· 2 randomly selected questions from Part 1, and 
· 3 randomly selected questions from Part 2
Recommended setting: Multiple attempts until student passes the assessment.
Recommended marks: 1 mark per question (1% of overall grade for the course).

Note: This is a recommended set of MCQs for inclusion in the online assessment. However, each AU can prescribe its own assessment scheme for the course, including adjusting the weightage or settings, or exclusion of these MCQs.
	




Recommended Questions for Week 7 Assessment Quiz

Part 1: What is Security and Defining Singapore’s Security

1. According to Arnold Wolfers, security can be defined as ____________.
a. the absence of fear of acquired values
b. the presence of threats to a nation’s values
c. the absence of perceived threats to a nation’s values
d. the presence of perceived enemies to a nation


2. Acquired values of a nation are ____________.
a. absolute and fixed
b. universal among all nations
c. common among major ethnic groups within a nation
d. products of socialisation and education over time


3. Geography offers an advantage for Singapore because ____________.
a. Singapore is located at the intersection of trade routes between two oceans
b. Singapore has very small land mass
c. Singapore possesses limited natural resources
d. Singapore is prone to natural disasters


4. Which statement best describes Singapore’s population?
a. There are four ethnic groups in Singapore – Chinese, Indian, Malay and Others.
b. Singaporeans belonging to a certain ethnic group possess traits that are homogeneous within each group.
c. The majority of Singaporeans are immigrants.
d. A Singaporean identity is a representation of different cultures living in Singapore.


5. Singapore demonstrates its sovereignty by ____________.
a. conducting its foreign and domestic policies only according to international norms
b. conducting its foreign and domestic policies independent of external influence from other nations
c. conducting trade and commerce with foreign partners
d. becoming a member of the United Nations


6. Which statement about Singapore’s economic well-being is the most accurate?
a. Singapore’s economic well-being guarantees its security.
b. Foreign investors are attracted to Singapore because of its political stability and security.
c. Singapore’s defence force contributes most significantly to its economic well-being by providing defence-related jobs.
d. Singapore’s economic well-being is a core national interest mainly because it pays for military equipment.


7. Social cohesion is important to Singapore because ____________.
a. of its history of riots
b. other countries are in perennial state of conflict because of racial tensions
c. the United States seeks to emulate Singapore’s social cohesion
d. cohesion among diverse groups is fragile in Singapore and can be easily exploited


8. Singapore’s self-image in security terms has been represented by ____________.
a. a dolphin
b. a lion
c. a snake
d. a bee 







Part 2: Regional Dynamics and Singapore’s Security

1. Which statement about the Cold War is untrue?
a. A political competition between the United States and the Soviet Union to dominate the world after the Second World War.
b. A contest between communism and capitalism for decolonised states after the decline of European colonial powers.
c. A military conflict that occurred between proxies of the major powers because of the fear of escalation to a nuclear war.
d. A war between superpowers where the toughest battle was fought during winter in Europe.


2. The Cold War affected Singapore’s road to independence because ____________.
a. Singapore’s Chinese-majority population was perceived by Britain to be susceptible to influence from the People’s Republic of China
b. Indonesia was worried that Singapore would become a communist state, and therefore, launched Konfrontasi against Singapore
c. China and Vietnam jointly conducted a domino campaign against Southeast Asia and threatened Singapore’s security
d. Brunei did not become part of the Federation of Malaysia


3. The British military withdrawal from Singapore ____________.
a. led to the defeat of the United States in the Vietnam War
b. was an important motivation for Singapore to build its own defence force
c. created an economic crisis in Singapore because British bases accounted for a significant portion of Singapore’s GDP
d. led to the National Service (Amendment) Act in 1967


4. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was formed in 1967 ____________.
a. by Singapore, Malaysia, Philippines, Indonesia and Brunei
b. because of American influence
c. to maintain peace and stability among member states and provide a common voice for small Southeast Asian countries
d. to counter military threats from the Soviet Union, Vietnam and China





5. Which statement about the Vietnam-Cambodia Conflict (1978-1991) is the most accurate?
a. Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia violated the principle of non-interference, which was important for the survival of small states.
b. Singapore was badly affected by the conflict because of loss of trade with Vietnam.
c. ASEAN was slow and ineffective in resolving the Vietnam-Cambodia conflict.
d. China deployed its military into Vietnam in January 1979 to support the Vietnamese attack on Cambodia.


6. Which statement best describes the concept of Domino Theory during the Cold War?
a. Domino Theory is used during the Cold War to mean the spread of ideas from one country to contiguous countries surrounding it.
b. Domino Theory is used during the Cold War to describe the fall of a state as a consequence of an internal collapse such as happened to the USSR.
c. Domino Theory is used during the Cold War to forecast the likelihood of one state to fall as a result of an attack by a contiguous foreign power.
d. Domino Theory is used during the Cold War to predict the likelihood of states falling in succession as a result of a dominant force applied from the core to the periphery.


7. The New World Order was coined in 1991 by US President George H. W. Bush ____________.
a. to declare the end of the Second World War
b. to usher in a new era of global politics where democracy provides the best system of government
c. to describe an order where the rule of law governs international affairs
d. to declare victory over the Soviet Union


8. How did China take advantage of the stability after the Cold War?
a. China began to build alliances with former Soviet allies.
b. China and India cooperated to form an economic bloc with Russia and Brazil called BRIC.
c. China enhanced economic cooperation with capitalist economies.
d. China embarked on an arms race to catch up with the US.


Week 8: Security and Threats (Part 2)

	S/N
	Resource Type
	Title
	Instruction for Resource/ Resource Link/ Notes for Resource
	File Name (For Video Lessons)

	Week 8: Security and Threats (Part 2)

	1
	Reference Video
	Reference Video: Terrorism in Southeast Asia
	Watch the YouTube video featuring an interview with Assoc. Prof. Bilveer Singh, Department of Political Science, NUS on the topic of terrorism in Southeast Asia.

[Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaQHQcoQOJM]
	

	1a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: Personal Views on Dealing with Terrorism
	We had discussed the rise of unconventional threats in the last lesson and you have just watched a video outlining terrorism in Southeast Asia.
1. What do you think Singapore can do to manage these threats?
	

	2
	Video Lesson
	Managing Threats in Singapore
	Watch the video lesson on the topic of Managing Threats in Singapore.
	Week08_SecurityThreats2_Video01_201611

	3
	Reference Video
	Reference Videos: National Service in Singapore
	Watch these two YouTube videos on National Service in Singapore and participate in the discussion forum.

Clip 1: Diary of a Nation Episode 6 - National Service
[Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3Fz7-LCckY]

Clip 2: First Year of National Service
[Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltGbLvZOU_c]
	

	3a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: National Service in Singapore
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss the following:
1. What were the reasons for implementing National Service presented in both videos you have just watched? 
2. How are they similar or different? 
3. Why are there differences?
	

	4
	Video Lesson
	Conclusion
	Watch the concluding video lesson for the topic of Security and Threats.
	Week08_SecurityThreats2_Video02_201611

	5
	MCQs
	Assessment Quiz for Week 8
	Please refer to the appended list of recommended MCQs to be used for the online assessment component for Week 8.

Total number of questions available: 16
Recommended number of questions: 
· 2 randomly selected questions from Part 3, and 
· 3 randomly selected questions from Part 4
Recommended setting: Multiple attempts until student passes the assessment
Recommended marks: 1 mark per question (1% of overall grade for the course)

Note: This is a recommended set of MCQs for inclusion in the online assessment. However, each AU can prescribe its own assessment scheme for the course, including adjusting the weightage or settings, or exclusion of these MCQs.
	




Recommended Questions for Week 8 Assessment Quiz

Part 3: Rise of unconventional threats

1. Non-traditional or unconventional security threats are defined most accurately as ____________.
a. threats to a nation’s security which involves methods that do not involve a military attack
b. threats to a nation and its people that do not come from another state
c. threats to a nation and its people that do not come from another state and do not involve a military attack
d. threats towards the population of a nation launched by its own government


2. Transnational terrorism is a threat to Singapore because ____________.
a. attacks on civilian targets in Singapore put lives at risk and erode the sense of security among the population
b. the United States compels Singapore to send troops to the Middle East
c. radicalised individuals from Singapore will join these groups to attack western targets
d. Southeast Asia is particularly attractive as a target for terrorist attacks


3. Which statement about natural disasters best describes them as an unconventional security threat?
a. Natural disasters enhance cooperation among countries affected by them.
b. Although relatively safe from natural disasters, Singapore will be affected if regional countries become unsafe and unstable after a natural disaster.
c. Natural disasters are considered unconventional threats because they require a military response.
d. The ability of a government to prevent natural disasters reflects the competence of the state.


4. The 1997 Asian Financial Crisis affected regional security most significantly when ____________.
a. it greatly reduced the value of exports from Asian economies
b. it created high unemployment in Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia
c. it caused racial tensions to escalate in Thailand and Cambodia
d. it led to regime changes in Asia that disrupted the political stability of the affected countries and the region


5. How do pandemics such as the Severely Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) affect Singapore’s national interest directly?
a. They affect Singapore’s sovereignty and independence.
b. They affect Singapore’s economic well-being and social cohesion.
c. They affect Singapore’s territorial integrity.
d. They affect Singapore’s religious harmony.


6. Which factor has the greatest impact on Singapore’s water security?
a. Bilateral relations with Malaysia and Indonesia
b. Price of water in Singapore
c. Drought in Malaysia
d. Rising population in Malaysia


7. Cybersecurity has become a critical security consideration for Singapore because ____________.
a. hackers are able to access government websites to extort money
b. Singapore lacks critical safety features to deal with cyber-crimes
c. Singapore is highly networked and relies heavily on information and communications technology for everyday tasks
d. terrorists are able to recruit using the internet


8. Information warfare is best described as ____________.
a. the use of propaganda instead of military action to occupy another state’s territory
b. the competition between news outlets for viewership when reporting on wars and conflicts
c. the method used by terrorist networks to gather information on governments and security agencies
d. the use of information and misinformation to achieve a political outcome, sometimes involving military action







Part 4: Managing Threats and Future Risks

1. Which statement best describes how conscription enhances Singapore’s security?
a. Conscription demonstrates the political will of the Singapore government to defend Singapore.
b. Conscription provides the manpower necessary to form a defence force and fosters national unity among male Singaporean citizens and permanent residents.
c. Conscription brings male Singaporean citizens and permanent residents from diverse backgrounds together to enhance social cohesion.
d. Conscription provides temporary employment for male school-leavers so that unemployment in Singapore can be managed.


2. Military technology plays a part in Singapore’s deterrence by ____________.
a. enhancing the effectiveness of a well-trained but small Singapore Armed Forces
b. replacing the need for a well-trained Singapore Armed Forces
c. equipping the Singapore Armed Forces with the ability to hack into the weapons system of potential aggressors
d. providing critical tools for warfighting that prevent war from occurring in the first place


3. Which statement best describes Singapore’s foreign policy?
a. Singapore’s foreign policy is non-aligned and keeps Singapore aloof from regional and global disputes.
b. Singapore’s diplomacy primarily focuses on economic pragmatism that allows it to trade with any country. 
c. Singapore adopts a foreign policy with a regional focus and considers the larger international community to be of secondary importance.
d. Singapore’s foreign policy combines economic, political and security cooperation in order to ensure that other countries will have a vested interest in Singapore’s well-being.


4. ASEAN is important to Singapore because ____________.
a. ASEAN members can collectively defend each other in the case of conflict
b. it serves as a platform that enhances the economic growth and stability of Southeast Asia where Singapore can thrive
c. the world’s Superpowers would not trade with Singapore unless it is part of ASEAN
d. Singapore can tap into the vast amount of human resources from other ASEAN countries under the ASEAN Economic Community


5. Which statement about the SAF’s involvement in defence diplomacy is untrue?
a. The SAF contributes to defence diplomacy through bilateral and multilateral exercises with other militaries.
b. The SAF participates in search and rescue missions as part of defence diplomacy.
c. The SAF does not consider defence diplomacy as part of its mission.
d. The SAF assists in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief under its core mission of diplomacy.


6. Total Defence helps manage Singapore’s security by ____________.
a. giving all citizens the opportunity to safeguard Singapore through military and economic defence
b. providing a holistic doctrine that covers five key pillars for defending Singapore
c. allowing the population to relieve the government from the burden of safeguarding Singapore
d. facilitating regular exercises that involve government agencies and the general public so that Singaporeans can be prepared for a terrorist attack


7. The National Security Coordination Secretariat (NSCS) is established with the aim of ____________.
a. formalising a whole-of-government approach to managing new security threats to Singapore through building resilience among the population
b. combining efforts in different ministries to enhance Total Defence
c. implementing comprehensive surveillance around Singapore to prevent terrorist attacks
d. countering cyber-attacks and hybrid warfare


8. Social media can be a threat to Singapore’s security because ____________.
a. it can be used as a platform to promote economic activities that develop Singapore’s economy
b. it can be used to divide the society and erode Singapore’s social resilience
c. it can be used by the SAF to improve the image of the military in Singapore
d. it can be used by the Civil Defence Force to disseminate information during a crisis or disaster
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