Lesson Resources for Weeks 3 and 4 (Contributed by NUS)

Week 3: Population (Part 1)
Week 4: Population (Part 2)

	S/N
	Resource Type
	Title
	Instruction for Resource/ Resource Link/ Notes for Resource
	File Name (For Video Lessons)

	Week 3: Population (Part 1)

	1
	Video Lesson
	Introduction
	Watch the video lesson for an introduction to the topic of Population.
	Week03_Population1_Video01_201611

	2
	Video Lesson
	Demographic Characteristics of Singapore
	Watch the video lesson on the topic of Demographic Characteristics of Singapore.
	Week03_Population1_Video02_201611

	3
	Video Lesson
	Fertility Issues (Part A)
	Watch Part A of the video lesson on the topic of Fertility Issues.
	Week03_Population1_Video03_201611

	4
	Video Lesson
	Fertility Issues (Part B)
	Watch Part B of the video lesson on the topic of Fertility Issues.
	Week03_Population1_Video04_201611

	5
	Video Lesson
	Fertility Issues (Part C)
	Watch Part C of the video lesson on the topic of Fertility Issues.
	Week03_Population1_Video05_201611

	6
	Video Lesson
	Fertility Issues (Part D)
	Watch Part D of the video lesson on the topic of Fertility Issues.
	Week03_Population1_Video06_201611

	7
	Video Lesson
	Fertility Issues (Part E)
	Watch Part E of the video lesson on the topic of Fertility Issues.
	Week03_Population1_Video07_201611

	8
	Video Lesson
	Fertility Issues (Part F)
	Watch Part F of the video lesson on the topic of Fertility Issues.
	Week03_Population1_Video08_201611

	9
	MCQs
	Assessment Quiz for Week 3
	Please refer to the appended list of recommended MCQs to be used for the online assessment component for Week 3.

Total number of questions available: 15
Recommended number of questions: 
· 5 randomly selected questions from the pool of 15 (there are 3 sets of 5 questions each)
Recommended setting: Multiple attempts until student passes the assessment
Recommended marks: 1 mark per question (1% of overall grade for the course)

Note: This is a recommended set of MCQs for inclusion in the online assessment. However, each AU can prescribe its own assessment scheme for the course, including adjusting the weightage or settings, or exclusion of these MCQs.
	






















Recommended Questions for Week 3 Assessment Quiz

Version 1

1. Which of the following statements about global population growth is the most accurate?
a. Population growth around the world began to increase exponentially when fertility rates rose in the mid-18th century.
b. A substantial proportion of population growth in the world today comes primarily from industrialised nation-states.
c. One of the significant reasons for state interest in global population growth is its effects on the environment.
d. All of the statements above are true. 


2. The “population problem” that is constructed by the Singapore state is largely connected to issues pertaining to
a. Economic development
b. Migratory flows
c. Ageing and increased longevity 
d. Fertility and family formation


3. Which of the following factors does not account for falling total fertility rate (TFR) in Singapore?
a. Attraction to the rewards of paid work
b. Increase in men’s status and labour participation 
c. Success of early anti-natalist policies
d. Rising levels of education






4. Although low TFR is experienced in many industrialised societies such as those in East Asia, Paulin Straughan argues in her interview that Singapore’s case is peculiar because 
a. of its size and lack of a hinterland 
b. its TFR has been ultra-low as compared to other East Asian contexts
c. the contemporary migration patterns in Singapore have become more intensified
d. None of the above; i.e. Singapore’s case is not peculiar 


5. Which of the following statements below can be drawn from the range of different policies introduced by the Singapore state to manage concerns surrounding population growth?
a. Expansion and access of state support to resources is not universally directed to all children and family configurations. 
b. The pro-natalist population policies in the 1990s did not significantly influence TFR in Singapore.
c. Many state programmes and policies pertaining to population give very little attention to men’s bodies.
d. All of the above statements are true.
















Version 2

1. Which of the following statements best reflect the changing global population patterns which emerged after the demographic transition? 
a. There has been an increase in the world population after the demographic transition, given that high birth rates were offset by high mortality rates.
b. The world’s population is rising with approximately 80 million people each year, with a vast majority of the increase coming from developed nation-states.
c. While the world population will steadily increase, the UN projects that the figure will reach between 8.3 and 10.9 billion people in 2050 and subsequently decrease because of falling global birth rates.
d. The growth of the world’s population is a significant challenge to the environment. 


2. State policies which attempt to manage the “population problem” in Singapore’s context address issues pertaining to
I. Below-replacement fertility rate
II. Delayed live childbirth 
III. Growing ageing population
IV. Delayed marriage and family formation

a. I and III 
b. II and IV 
c. I, II and III 
d. I, II, III and IV 


3. The most common indicator to measure the incidence of childbearing in a country’s population is
a. The mean number of children a woman must have in order to replace herself with a daughter in the following generation.
b. The number of live births in a given year for every 1,000 people in a population.
c. The number of children that would be born to a woman if she were to live to the end of her childbearing years and bear children based on current age-specific fertility rates.
d. The rate of the actual level of reproductive performance of a population based on the number of births that occur.

4. In the interview with Paulin Straughan, which of the following have been identified as challenges that the state faces in regard to managing low TFR and family formation in Singapore?
a. Family and family formation is not one of the top five aspirations of singles in Singapore.
b. The appeal and draw of career rewards and aspirations trump the importance individuals accord to family and family formation.
c. The power of the market lacks significant force in influencing the lifestyle aspirations of women and men in Singapore.   
d. Given women’s changing aspirations, they no longer desire to take on the role of the caregiver in their families. 


5. The Singapore state has invested significantly in structuring fertility policies for several reasons. Which of the following is not one of them?
a. A high fertility rate will be able to buttress the growth of the potential labour force to maintain economic progress and development.
b. Having a young population is crucial to sustain and foster the purchasing of education, transportation and housing.
c. Increasing TFR will help establish the base underpinning defence capability through the replacement of young women and men.
d. An increasing elderly population would mean such groups will completely disengage from consumption activity and hence it is important to rethink fertility policies. 
















Version 3

1. Why is the increasing growth in the world’s population today a significant challenge many governments are concerned about?
a. Changes in human demography carry long-term implications for economic growth and productivity.
b. The growth in global population has long-term impacts on the working population and the costs of dependency.
c. The rise in the world’s population is connected to the unfavourable consequences of industrialisation on the environment.
d. All of the statements above are true.


2. Which of the following statements most appropriately reflect the historical events that   contextualise the “population problem” encountered in Singapore today?
a. The proportion of citizens in Singapore’s population started to increase since its independence in 1965. 
b. The postwar years were characterised by a significant decrease in the number of crude deaths but a low rate of natural population growth.
c. Singapore’s early population growth as a British colony came primarily from China and the Indian subcontinent.
d. Given Singapore’s economic focus on export industries in the 1970s and 1980s, Singapore had to rely on labour migration. 


3. Identify the statements below that closely illustrate and/or explain declining total fertility rates (TFR) and family formation in Singapore.
I. The development of tertiary education opportunities has accelerated women’s entry into the workforce and family formation in Singapore.
II. The declining fertility rates in Singapore are connected to increasing singlehood, delayed marriages and women bearing fewer children.
III. The proportion of families with no children or only one child is progressively increasing in Singapore.
IV. The patterns of falling TFR in Singapore are similar to many industrialised economies in East Asia such as Japan and South Korea.  

a. II and IV 
b. I, II and III 
c. II, III and IV 
d. I, II, III and IV


4. Paulin Straughan argues in her interview that all of the following factors account for the established fertility patterns and family formation in contemporary Singapore except 
a. changing women’s aspirations and values accorded to children.
b. advancement of medical technologies and contraception.
c. radical transformation to the traditional gendered division of labour.
d. economic and social power drawn from paid work.


5. Which of the following early population policies introduced in Singapore was not part of its anti-natalist agenda? 
a. Abortion Act  
b. “Stop at Two” campaign
c. “Why Build Your Career Alone? Family Helps” campaign
d. All of the above

















Week 4: Population (Part 2)

	S/N
	Resource Type
	Title
	Instruction for Resource/ Resource Link/ Notes for Resource
	File Name (For Video Lessons)

	Week 4: Population (Part 2)

	1
	Video Lesson
	Ageing Issues (Part A)
	Watch Part A of the video lesson on the topic of Ageing Issues.
	Week04_Population2_Video01_201611

	2
	Video Lesson
	Ageing Issues (Part B)
	Watch Part B of the video lesson on the topic of Ageing Issues.
	Week04_Population2_Video02_201611

	3
	Video Lesson
	Migration Issues (Part A)
	Watch Part A of the video lesson on the topic of Migration Issues.
	Week04_Population2_Video03_201611

	4
	Video Lesson
	Migration Issues (Part B)
	Watch Part B of the video lesson on the topic of Migration Issues.
	Week04_Population2_Video04_201611

	5
	Video Lesson
	Conclusion
	Watch the concluding video lesson on the topic of Population.
	Week04_Population2_Video05_201611

	6
	MCQs
	Assessment Quiz for Week 4
	Please refer to the appended list of recommended MCQs to be used for the online assessment component for Week 4.

Total number of questions available: 15
Recommended number of questions: 
· 5 randomly selected questions from the pool of 15 (there are 3 sets of 5 questions each)
Recommended setting: Multiple attempts until student passes the assessment
Recommended marks: 1 mark per question (1% of overall grade for the course)

Note: This is a recommended set of MCQs for inclusion in the online assessment. However, each AU can prescribe its own assessment scheme for the course, including adjusting the weightage or settings, or exclusion of these MCQs.
	


Recommended Questions for Week 4 Assessment Quiz

Version 1

1. All of the following measures can be used to provide a more holistic overview of ageing in any society including Singapore with the exception of
a. The mean number of years to be lived by a group of people born in the same year, if mortality at each age remains constant in the future.
b. The process in which the proportion of adults and elderly increase in a population, while the proportion of children and adolescents decrease.
c. The number of years that the person at 65 years can expect to live further.
d. The number of children that would be born to a woman if she were to live to the end of her childbearing years and bear children in accordance with current age-specific fertility rates.


2. There have been several critical concerns of a growing ageing population and low fertility rates in Singapore. Which of the following is not one of them?
a. An old-age dependency burden, where Singapore is increasingly transforming into a pyramid attempting to stand on its point
b. Potentially increasing economic burden on the working-age population
c. The growing number of elderly who are primarily afflicted with communicable and acute diseases
d. A less vibrant and innovative economy, with a shrinking customer base


3. Based on the interview clip with Feng Quishi, identify the relevant statements below that describe the broad global patterns of population ageing.
I. All countries globally will face a disproportionately higher number of elderly population which would outnumber younger people.
II. There is a significant shift in health and morbidity patterns, with the largest burden coming from non-communicable diseases.
III. More middle-aged persons in many countries will potentially have elderly parents who are still living.
IV. In all countries throughout the world, the elderly are healthier and more ambulant, better educated and have more access to financial resources. 

a. I and III 
b. II and III
c. I, III and IV
d. I, II, III and IV

4. Which of the following is not a consequence of international labour migration into Singapore?
a. Given the falling TFR and labour shortage, the Singapore state attracted migrants from different parts of the world and skillsets.
b. There has been increased social and cultural diversity, given the influx of ethnically diverse communities into Singapore.
c. Hostility and tension between Singapore citizens and some foreigners have surfaced, partly arising from perceived cultural and economic differences.
d. Strong concerns have been voiced amongst citizens in regard to the accelerating population growth from migrants.


5. Based on the interview with Kelvin Low, what did he identify as some of the key challenges and concerns which have emerged in Singapore in regard to migration?
I. Different and competing aspirations of the state and those of migrant labour 
II. Issues of liveability with different groups of ethnically diverse migrants within space limitations 
III. Provision of infrastructure to manage growing population of migrants
IV. Maintenance of national identity and fostering of belonging amongst citizens

a. I only
b. I, II and III
c. I, III and IV
d. I, II, III and IV












Version 2

1. If demographers and other policymakers are interested to appraise and measure the overall quality of life in Singapore and a summary of mortality at different ages, they should look more closely at Singapore’s
a. expectancy of life at birth
b. life expectancy at 65
c. old-age support ratio
d. all of the above measures


2. The average life expectancy of Singaporeans was 65.8 years in 1970 but this number increased to 82.5 years in 2013. Which of the following factors do not account for this change?
a. Control of infections 
b. Retention and training of older workers
c. Declining infant and child mortality 
d. Improved living conditions and quality of life


3. In the interview with Feng Qiushi, what recommendations can be proposed to state policymakers for managing population ageing in Singapore?
I. Engage with policies which foster successful ageing to give the elderly a more dignified and affordable life. 
II. The cohort effect should not be considered in policy intervention, given that the future generation of the elderly will be better educated and technologically savvy. 
III. Invest in and develop human capital for the elderly such as postponing the retirement age to promote economic growth.
IV. Encourage population policies which engender “ageing-in-place” and social inclusion so that the needs of the elderly can be met within the community.

a. I and IV
b. II and III
c. I, III and IV  
d. I, II, III and IV
4. Which of the following issues is not a point of contention for Singapore citizens surfacing from the outcomes of increasing the intake of foreign workers and talent, and new citizens?
a. Economic competition
b. National identity
c. Out-migration
d. Income inequality


5. In the interview with Kelvin Low, he raised some issues surrounding the passing of the Population White Paper (PWP) in Singapore. Based on this interview and the lecture on PWP, which of the following is not a central concern to the Singapore state in regard to the PWP and international migration?
a. Infrastructure and transport development
b. Labour productivity and economic competitiveness
c. Total fertility rates of residents and non-residents
d. National identity and belonging of citizens
















Version 3

1. In Singapore, a person aged 65 in 2010 can expect to live another 20.6 years, as compared to 14.6 years in 1980. On the basis of such information, policy-makers in Singapore can directly re-examine policies pertaining to
a. life expectancy at birth
b. morbidity rate
c. below-replacement fertility rate
d. retirement age


2. Which of the following statements best reflect the effects of a declining old-age dependency ratio in Singapore?	
I. There will be lower national healthcare expenditure for the elderly, given the current increased subsidies and resources the state has diverted for the elderly.
II. More paid help from domestic workers, and home-based caregivers and nurses are required to manage the old-age support ratio.
III. Given smaller family forms, there are fewer members in families and kin available to provide financial and emotional support.
IV. With increasing longevity, many elderly have expressed the desire to stay active.

a. I and III
b. II and III
c. II, III and IV
d. I, II, III and IV









3. What are some of the policy challenges the Singapore state faces pertaining to population ageing based on the interview with Feng Qiushi?
I. Policy-makers in Singapore are concerned about maintaining a sustainable healthcare and pension system for the growing ageing population in the future.
II. The elderly dependency ratio will rise, given that the rate of increase of the elderly in Singapore is one of the fastest in the world.
III. Low fertility rates and rising life expectancy will translate into a disproportionately larger ageing population in subsequent years in Singapore.  
IV. Many elderly in Singapore will increasingly depend on the state in future, given ultra-low TFR and rising morbidity rates.

a. II and III 
b. I, II and III
c. I, III and IV
d. I, II, III and IV 


4. Citizen-foreigner tension in Singapore was compounded when the state released a Population White Paper (PWP) in 2013. Identify the relevant statements below pertaining to the issues raised in and responses to the White Paper.
I. The PWP rationalised the influx of foreign workers and talent to aid local businesses to thrive and foster job-creation for citizens.
II. One of the recommendations in the PWP included proposals to advocate more marriages and children amongst couples.
III. The PWP generated unfavourable responses from citizens for what was perceived to be the state’s favouring of particular foreigners over Singapore citizens.
IV. Some scholars in Singapore have criticised the PWP for its lack of rigour and as being “sociologically and politically naïve”.

a. III and IV
b. I, II and III
c. I, III and IV
d. I, II, III and IV




5. Based on the interview clip with Kelvin Low, which of the following is a key motivation and aspiration of the state to attract international migration in Singapore?
a. Economic competitiveness and reinforcement of Singapore’s position as a global economic player
b. Buttress multicultural diversity through the arrival of different migrant workers throughout the world
c. Increase total fertility rates among resident and nonresident population 
d. All of the above
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