Lesson Resources for Weeks 1 and 2 (Contributed by SMU)

Week 1: Nation Building and Social Identities
Week 2: Singapore in the Global Context

	S/N
	Resource Type
	Title
	Instruction for Resource/ Resource Link/ Notes for Resource
	File Name (For Video Lessons)

	Week 1: Nation Building and Social Identities

	1
	Video Lesson
	Nation Building and Social Identities
	Watch the video for an introduction to the topic of Nation Building and Social Identities.
	Week01_NationBuilding_Video01_201611

	2
	Video Lesson
	Nation Building and Social Identities (Part 1a)
	Watch the interview video with Professor David Chan and participate in the discussion forum.
	Week01_NationBuilding_Video02_201611

	2a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: On Interview with Professor David Chan
	Pen down your thoughts on the following:
1. Do you agree that after fifty years, Singaporeans have ‘internalised’ racial harmony? 
2. Do you think the policies that worked will continue to serve us well? 
3. If not, what other approaches would you suggest?
	

	3
	Video Lesson
	Nation Building and Social Identities (Part 1b)
	Watch the interview video with Mr Zainul Abidin Rasheed and participate in the discussion forum.
	Week01_NationBuilding_Video03_201611

	3a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: On Interview with Mr Zainul Abidin Rasheed
	 Contribute your thoughts to the following:
1. Do you agree our social policies for racial integration will have to be reviewed to ensure they continue to help rather than hinder progress in social integration? 
2. If so, please name some of these policies and what we might need to do differently.
	

	4
	Video Lesson
	Nation Building and Social Identities (Part 1c)
	Watch the interview video with Professor Gopinathan and participate in the discussion forum.
	Week01_NationBuilding_Video04_201611

	4a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: On Interview with Professor Gopinathan
	Pen down your thoughts on the following:
1. Focus on two education policies and discuss their intended outcomes as well as the unintended consequences of each of them. 
2. Assess how each of these has contributed to or worked against nation building and/or social cohesion.
	

	5
	Video Lesson
	Nation Building and Social Identities (Part 2)
	Watch the video of a forum with young people and participate in the discussion forum.
	Week01_NationBuilding_Video05_201611

	5a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: On Forum with Young People
	Discuss the following:
1. Connection to Singapore 
a. What connects you to Singapore? 
b. How would you define a Singaporean?
2. National Values
a. What role do you think some of the rituals and events we celebrate in school play in shaping our national consciousness?
b. Have they been helpful or harmful in helping you negotiate your Singaporean identity (if you are a citizen)?
3. Racial Tolerance or Acceptance?
a. Are Singaporeans hesitant about talking about issues of race and religion even among friends? 
b. If so, what is the source of this fear? 
c. Do you think that less inhibition can lead to better understanding among races, and hence, enable us to develop a less fragile harmony among the races?
	

	6
	Reading
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading: Fostering Social Cohesion and Cultural Sustainability: Character and Citizenship Education in Singapore 
	Complete the reading for this week.

Charlene Tan & Chee Soon Tan (2014). Fostering Social Cohesion and Cultural Sustainability: Character and Citizenship Education in Singapore, Disapora, Indigenous, and Minority Education, 8:4, 191-206, DOI: 10.1080/15595692.2014.952404.

[Link:http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15595692.2014.952404]
	

	7
	MCQs
	Assessment Quiz for Week 1
	Please refer to the appended list of recommended MCQs to be used for the online assessment component for Week 1.

Total number of questions available: 20
Recommended number of questions per attempt: 
· 5 randomly selected questions from the pool of 20
Recommended setting: Multiple attempts until student passes the assessment
Recommended marks: 1 mark per question (1% of overall grade for the course)

Note: This is a recommended set of MCQs for inclusion in the online assessment. However, each AU can prescribe its own assessment scheme for the course, including adjusting the weightage or settings, or exclusion of these MCQs from the assessment scheme.
	




Recommended Questions for Week 1 Assessment Quiz

1. Which of these is not used to promote homogenisation and social cohesion in Singapore?
a. A centralised education system
b. English as a working language
c. Meritocracy
d. Secularism


2. Which of these does not underscore the integration of diverse cultural and religious groups within our nation-state?
a. Accountability
b. Equity
c. Autonomy
d. Nationalism


3. The government cultivates cultural diversity and national unity through the following ideologies except _____.
a. respect for all races
b. commitment to the nation
c. liberal individualism
d. shared values


4. Which Confucian value significantly undergirds Singapore’s Character and Citizenship Education?
a. Harmony
b. Sameness 
c. Tolerance 
d. Respect


5. The key danger(s) of limiting cultural understanding to surface culture lie(s) in the fact that it _______.
a. limits understanding of individual races
b. perpetuates ethnic stereotypes
c. prevents students from articulating own ethnicity and culture
d. All of the above


6. The surface culture approach should be replaced by the deep culture approach so that students can ________.
a. go beyond tolerance to substantive cultural exchanges
b. develop deep understanding of other races and religion
c. cross cultural boundaries
d. All of the above


7. The impediment to the deep cultural approach will be ________.
a. students’ interest
b. teachers without the knowledge and skills to teach well
c. parents’ prejudices
d. lack of resources


8. The education system advocates that values inculcation should begin _______.
a. at home
b. in school
c. with the self
d. All of the above




9. According to David Chan, national identity is best founded on a consensus, and this can point to all values below except _______.
a. meritocracy
b. social harmony
c. xenophobia
d. clean government


10.  Meritocracy is based on ________.
a. inheritance
b. tested ability
c. IQ
d. All of the above


11. When was the Education Act enacted?
a. 1954
b. 1963
c. 1965
d. 1979


12. English Language was adopted as the language of instruction at independence because ________.
a. we needed a unifying language to build a notion of statehood.
b. Chinese was too contentious politically.
c. there will be more opportunities for markets and adoption of technology.
d. All of the above




13. What is the cornerstone of the education system?
a. Ranking
b. Meritocracy
c. Bilingualism
d. Citizenship education


14. Which policy, according to Prof. Gopinathan, worked against the educational ideal that every child is valuable?
a. Ranking of schools
b. Focus on results
c. Bilingual education
d. Meritocracy


15. Who introduced streaming into the education system?
a. Mr Lee Kuan Yew
b. Mr Teo Chee Hean
c. Mr Goh Keng Swee
d. Dr Tony Tan


16. According to Mr Zainul, the ceiling on admission numbers in schools across Singapore by race was mooted by ______.
a. the government
b. Chinese grassroots leaders
c. Malay MPs
d. All of the above




17. A challenge posed in the early days of independence for Mr Zainul, as a journalist, was _______.
a. communalism
b. communism
c. communitarianism
d. Confucianism


18. Riots happened in the mid-60s due to _______.
a. racial tensions
b. religious issues
c. political ideologies
d. All of the above


19. One contentious issue for the Muslims in Singapore lies in _______.
a. the use of the tudung in schools for female Muslim students
b. National Service
c. Halal food
d. the freedom to worship


20. Mr Zainul cautions that politics in Singapore should not play along _______.
a. racial lines
b. the lines of different political parties
c. social economic lines
d. religious lines


Week 2: Singapore in the Global Context

	S/N
	Resource Type
	Title
	Resource Link/ Resource Link/ Notes for Resource
	File Name (For Video Lessons)

	Week 2: Singapore in the Global Context

	1
	Video Lesson
	Singapore in the Global Context
	Watch the video for an introduction to the topic of Singapore in the Global Context.
	Week02_GlobalContext_Video01_201611

	2
	Video Lesson
	Singapore in the Global Context (Part 1)

Clip 1: Interview with Mr Kwa Chong Guan

Clip 2: Interview with Mr S R Nathan
	View the following interview clips on Singapore's metamorphosis from a poor colonial outpost to a modern metropolis, and what "punching above our weight" implies:

Clip 1: Watch the interview video with Mr Kwa Chong Guan. 

Clip 2: Watch the interview video with the late Mr S R Nathan.
	Clip1: Week02_GlobalContext_Video02_201611 

Clip2:
Week02_GlobalContext_Video03_201611

	2a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: On Interviews with Mr Kwa Chong Guan and the late Mr S R Nathan
	Discuss the following:
1. What has enabled Singapore to ‘punch above its weight’ and what are the characteristics of our Foreign Affairs pioneers that have enabled them to defend the sovereignty of Singapore?
	

	3
	Video Lesson
	Singapore in the Global Context (Part 2)
	Watch the interview video with Professor Kishore Mahbubani and participate in the discussion forum.
	Week02_GlobalContext_Video04_201611

	3a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: On Interview with Professor Kishore Mahbubani
	Discuss the following:
1. How would you describe Singapore’s approach to foreign policy?
2. How do you think Singapore can continue to play a significant role in international and regional politics?
	

	4
	Video Lesson
	Singapore in the Global Context (Part 3)
	Watch the interview video with Ms Janet Lim and participate in the discussion forum
	Week02_GlobalContext_Video05_201611

	4a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: On Interview with Ms Janet Lim
	Discuss the following:
1. What are your views regarding the strategies or response that the Singapore government has taken in relation to humanitarian or the refugee crises? 
2. Do you think Singapore should play a bigger role and be more responsive in international forums, with regard to global humanitarian crises? Why or why not?
	

	5
	Video Lesson
	Singapore in the Global Context (Part 4)
	Watch the video of a forum with undergraduates and participate in the discussion forum.
	Week02_GlobalContext_Video06_201611

	5a
	Discussion Forum
	Discussion: On Forum with Undergraduates
	Discuss the following:
1. How much does the Singaporean know about the region and is aware of Singapore’s role in regional and international politics? 
2. Is this an area which we should be concerned about?
	

	6
	Reading
	Reading: Speech by Bilahari Kausikan, entitled The Sovereignty of Small States” delivered in Jan 2015
	Complete the reading for this week.

Kausika, B. (2015, January 27). The Sovereignty of Small States. IPS Commons. Retrieved from http://www.ipscommons.sg/sp2015-speech-by-ambassador-bilahari-kausikan/.

[Link: http://www.ipscommons.sg/sp2015-speech-by-ambassador-bilahari-kausikan/]
	

	7
	MCQs
	Assessment Quiz for Week 2
	Please refer to the appended list of recommended MCQs to be used for the online assessment component for Week 2.

Total number of questions available: 20
Recommended number of questions: 
· 5 randomly selected questions from the pool of 20
Recommended setting: Multiple attempts until student passes the assessment
Recommended marks: 1 mark per question (1% of overall grade for the course)

Note: This is a recommended set of MCQs for inclusion in the online assessment. However, each AU can prescribe its own assessment scheme for the course, including adjusting the weightage or settings, or exclusion of these MCQs.
	




Recommended Questions for Week 2 Assessment Quiz

1. What key factor does the writer of Reading 2 think is imperative for small states?
a. Being sovereign
b. Being independent
c. Being successful
d. All of the above


2. What, according to the writer of Reading 2, gives Singapore credibility?
a. Our international relevance
b. Our hub status
c. Our success as a country
d. Our independence


3. What characterises Southeast Asia?
a. Its Indochinese background
b. The diversity of the region
c. Colonialism
d. Political unrest


4. Which principles define Singapore?
a. Meritocracy
b. Democracy
c. Multiculturalism
d. All of the above


5. What phenomenon is stressing ASEAN and may pull its members in different directions?
a. Interstate relations
b. Domestic tensions
c. Shared assumptions
d. Social media


6. Which of these countries is not part of ASEAN?
a. Brunei
b. Myanmar
c. Timor Leste
d. Laos


7. When was ASEAN formed?
a. 1967
b. 1990
c. 1965
d. 2000


8. Which of these countries was not one of the first signatories of ASEAN?
a. Singapore
b. Malaysia
c. Thailand
d. Brunei




9. According to Kwa Chong Guan, what factor led to Singapore’s success from a sleepy fishing village to a modern metropolis?
a. Our position as a port
b. Our colonial status
c. Strong leadership
d. Regional instability


10. What event in the mid-70s caused ASEAN to take its role as a regional force more seriously?
a. Communist victory in Vietnam
b. The Second World War
c. The oil crisis
d. The Khmer Rouge regime in Cambodia


11. According to Kwa Chong Guan, Singapore is able to punch above its weight internationally due to our ______.
a. economic stability
b. effective diplomacy
c. natural resources
d. competitiveness


12. What defines the success of a global city in this era?
a. Traditional status
b. GDP
c. Connectivity
d. Cosmopolitanism




13. According to Mr S R Nathan, what was the key challenge for our pioneer foreign diplomats?  
a. The unpredictability of the times
b. Their lack of experience
c. Their lack of training
d. All of the above


14. Which country was the chief proponent of ASEAN?
a. Indonesia
b. Thailand
c. Singapore
d. The Philippines


15. Where was the inaugural ASEAN meeting held?
a. Singapore
b. Kuala Lumpur
c. Bangkok
d. Jakarta


16. Singapore was not supportive of one of the clauses in the draft ASEAN accord at the inaugural meeting. Which was this?
a. That foreign military bases should not be allowed to be established in our country
b. That foreign military bases should be allowed to be established in our country
c. That the British should withdraw from Malaya
d. That Vietnam should be punished for invading Cambodia




17. Who is often referred to as the “Lion of Singapore”?
a. Mr S R Nathan
b. Prof Kishore Mahbubani
c. Mr Rajaratnam
d. Mr Bilahari Kausikan


18. According to Kishore Mahbubani, what is a crucial factor in political leadership?
a. Confidence
b. Context
c. Consistency
d. Competence


19. What, according to Mr Lee Kuan Yew, is a political hard-truth, as exemplified by Deng Xiaoping in the Tiananmen incident?
a. Life is never a choice between good and evil but between the lesser or greater evil.
b. Asian nations are better at peace making than the West.
c. Aggression is never a good strategy in Asia.
d. Western democracy will never work in Asia.


20. According to Janet Lim, Singapore as a well-resourced and developed country is expected to _______.
a. continue to look to the West to solve humanitarian conflicts
b. do more for international humanitarian crises
c. sign the Refugee Convention
d. absorb some of the refugees from the region
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